As anaesthetists increasingly step beyond the confines of operating theatre to manage their patients, this curriculum provides an excellent foundation for developing a comprehensive knowledge base and an understanding of their role within the multidisciplinary treatment module.
A Handbook of Paediatric Anaesthesia is yet another addition to the many books of paediatric anaesthesia now available. These books have been written to appeal to different readers and this book, particularly as a handbook of paediatric anaesthesia, will have appeal to a limited but important group.
The first edition of the book (from the Department in Bristol) was most successful, and this one is set out in a similar fashion following anatomy and physiology, pharmacology, paediatric anaesthetic apparatus and extending to medical conditions, day stay anaesthesia, pain management and transport of the critically ill child. It thus opens up new areas that have not been addressed in some textbooks of paediatric anaesthesia.
The book is well set out and its authors and contributors are authorities in their field.
There are many excellent tables throughout all the chapters which give ready reference to basic parameters both in anatomy, physiology, and pharmacology. In the final chapters excellent algorithms are presented regarding resuscitation and fluid management.
At the end of some chapters there is an excellent "boxed" summary of four or five lines encapsulating the critical points of the subject. This book will have great appeal to registrars proceeding for their higher degree who may have no opportunity to work in a paediatric department before facing their final examination. It should also be a very useful book (containing only 275 pages) for a registrar to read before his rotation to a paediatric anaesthetic department or a paediatric unit in an adult department. For the Consultant, the many tables of reference including drug dosage, infusion rates of drugs, etc will be of value.
This textbook should be included in the anaesthetic department libraries of teaching hospitals, both adult and paediatric, where rapid review of the subject or tabled information may be necessary at short notice. This is the fourth edition of a book originally published in 1982-a distant time when there was little automated or microprocessor controlled instrumentation, a time before automatic noninvasive blood pressure measurement and pulse oximetry.
This book still covers the now huge area of anaesthetic equipment and monitoring and aims to provide an "understanding of the physics and its clinical application". In progressing through the various editions up to the current fourth edition, the authors (joined by Dr G. N. C. Kenny instead of Dr E. O. Parbrook) have introduced sections on new techniques used in modern clinical practice. The most recent additions are magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) and depth of anaesthesia monitoring. They have chosen to retain some techniques not in use where they are "important in demonstrations of physical principles or where they are of historic significance".
The book provides succinct overviews on a wide range of anaesthetic equipment and measurement topics. It remains a very powerful reference source for candidates studying for the First Part of the College examination. Still a must for the Departmental Library.
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